@ NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


The Official Publication of the 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Mission Statement 
To Promote and To Serve Northern California Numismatics 


One-Hundred Twenty-Fifth (125th) Issue 


May 2019 
Volume XXXIX, Number 2 


* Editor 


Michael S. Turrini 


Contacts 
Post Office Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410 
EMPERORI@juno.com 


www.solanocoinclub.com 
“He Who Obtains Has Little. He Who Scatters Has Much.”----Lao-7zu 


2019-2020 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 


LS Sn I eS SS ESE lpr es 


President 
Bally AL, JONNSON--——~<--~o ann renew ncn nn nnnnnnnnannnennnnnsneennnncne= First Vice-President 
a ae gC Re ne Second Vice-President 
Donald L., Hill---------------------------~---------------2----2=----2-0nnnnw nanan nn nnnnnn nanan nnn nnenennene naan Secretary 
RE PLES SSN ie 6 2 AM a Ae ee ee Rae Treasurer 


Po Deadline For The One Hundred Twenty-Sixth (126") Issue--------------------------------------- August 1* 


(So ) 


GUEST COMMENTARY 


Becoming A Coin Dealer 


A while back, I wrote two articles for the CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST about being 
introduced to the hobby as a serious collector and how I was received by the numismatic 
community as a young collector and where I thought the hobby was going. Now I am writing the 
third chapter of my numismatic journey: beginning to sell and upgrade my collection as a dealer. 


As of today, I have set up as a dealer at five local bay area shows. Most of these have 
been last minute additions to the floor as other established dealers have been unable to make 
shows. It has been a huge step for my collection; I have had the opportunity to sell some of my 
collection in order to make room for upgrades as well as upgrades. It has also provided access to 
another source of potential additions to my collection/inventory. It is a step I would highly 
recommend for someone who is looking to make a jump from collector to dealer or a collector 
that wants to create liquidity and upgrade their current sets. The biggest advantage to having a 
table on the bourse floor has been the opportunity to be seen as an equal to the rest of the dealers 
and establish connections with both other dealers and collectors. As mentioned in my previous 
articles, | am by far the youngest (and unfortunately too many, “the weakest’) in the room and 
the “old guard” of the coin dealer community can be a difficult group to become a part of. 
Becoming a dealer at local Sunday shows has helped bridge that gap. 


Although it has been a great and rewarding experience in my first few shows, there are 
definite barriers to entry. Overall, I have not made much of a profit, most of my shows I break 
even and am left with a list of holes in my collection that takes a few shoes to replace. I have 
learned that buying a higher quantity of low value coins is not as good of an investment as 
buying one or two rare mint state coins. As I am continuing in my career as a full-time 
accountant, this is becoming more feasible but there is still a steep financial barrier to entry in the 
hobby (with not enough dealers willing to peddle in low grade coins). Setting up at a show is 
also a great way to learn about the market. You are able to learn what sells and what just sits in 
the corner of everyone’s case collecting dust. At every show I have set up at, I have been asked if 
I had platinum, high grade gold eagles, high power type coins as well as an occasional modern 
key date. For hobbyists looking to make larger purchases, this is the hottest corner of the market 
in my opinion. 


Overall, it has been a great step up in my journey as a young hobbyist. I plan on 
continuing to sell and upgrade my collection, as well as give back to the hobby in order to spread 
the joy of collecting into my generation and those younger than me. The most important thing, 
weather you collect for fun or make a living selling coins, is to have fun and enjoy what you are 
doing. Happy Collecting! 


Kyle W. Lubke 


MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


AN OPEN LETTER IN RESPONSE 


J. Mare Landry, Associate Director 
United States Mint 
Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Landry: 


Your form mass mailed letter of April 30, 2019 was received and requested participation, 
voluntary and secure, in a survey to “improve the products and services” offered by the United States 
Mint, a most noble and important effort. 


I applied my assigned User Name and Password to begin the survey, only to be rejected with the 
first question asking if I had purchased United States Mint products in the past twelve months. My honest 
answer was NO. Thus, not qualified for this survey. 


Not qualified for this survey? Hum? An active and avid coin hobbyist since 1965 and an enthused 
and enlightened hobby advocate since the early 1970s plus once a regular purchaser from the United 
States Mint since the1970s,even back in the days that we coin hobbyists might remember: ‘limit of five 
Proof Sets per purchaser or was it address.’ Not Qualified. 


Mr. Landry, maybe the negative answer should have directed me immediately to this question: 
‘why have you not purchased in the past twelve months?’ Would not my responses----responses possibly 
echoed and chorused by many, and I mean many, others----be informative and assist in explaining, to 
you, why the world’s largest coin dealer, the United States Mint, has lost customers consistently this past 
decade or so? 


Mr. Landry, contracting and hiring an outside research firm and then directing inquiries to those 
who purchase regularly or recently overlooks and actually dismisses thousands----and I mean thousands-- 
--of coin hobbyists and others who have ‘walked away’ from the world’s largest coin dealer, the United 
States Mint. 


Mr. Landry, your professional on-line sophisticated survey rejects and refuses to acknowledge 
those who have quite candid and negative opinions and observations as to the world’s largest coin dealer, 
the United States Mint. 


Mr. Landry, you and the United States Mint need to talk to, converse with, and listen to the ‘grass 
roots’, ‘the trenches’, of our hobby, not the suit and tie elites at an American Numismatic Association or 
like national assemblages. It is those out there across and around our great nation that have shut the door 
to anything, or most anything, the world’s largest coin dealer, the United States Mint, might offer. 


Mr. Landry, closing, I know my response here shall be rejected; yet, I remind you Mr. Landry, 
that rejection is the attitude and answer by many thousands of coin hobbyists as myself about the world’s 


largest coin dealer, the United States Mint. 
C_f- 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


2019 Forum (Formerly ‘Seminar’) 


Sixth (6") Annual 
CSNA/NCNA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NUMISMATIC FORUM 
Saturday, September 14, 2019 


Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum 
734 Marin, at Capital in downtown, Vallejo, California 
Registration Opens: 8:30 AM 
Theme: ‘Transportation Numismatics’ 
FREE Admission and Museum Open To All Attendees! 
Door Prizes, Too! 


The California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) and our Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) are proud to announce these four confirmed presenters: 
Geoffrey Bell, Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada 

Title: ‘Banks On Wheels’ 


Jeffery L. ‘Jeff’ Shevlin, Carson City, Nevada 
Topic: So-Called Dollars With Transportation Themes 


Kyle W. Lubke, Palo Alto, California 
Topic: Transit Of Ancient Coins 


Matthew L. Malvini, San Jose, California 
Title: ‘San Francisco Transit Tokens In 1906’ 


The four aforementioned have confirmed their respective participation. The exact titles are still to be 
finalized; however, the themes and topics are set. There is a special balance with this year’s Forum’s 
presenters: the first two one might identify as the ‘old guys’ while the latter two could be called ‘the kids’, 
since Kyle is 24 and Matthew is 19! Such a generational balance might prove interesting. Most NCNA 
HEADS AND TALES readers are familiar with ‘Jeff Shevlin, as the ‘So-Called Dollar Guy’. Our 


Canadian brethren would know ‘Geoff’ as he is an established Canadian auctioneer, coin dealer, and 
twice Past President of the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RNCA). 


‘The Kids’ should not be discounted. Kyle is developing a presence as a coin dealer, and Matthew has 
already been published in NUMISMATIC NEWS and the California State Numismatic Association 
(CSNA) CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST. Both readily and promptly accepted the invitation and the 
challenge to create a program adhering to the Seminar’s theme. 


Joint Event 


Since the January 2019 NCNA HEADS AND TALES issue, this California Numismatic Seminar, as 
originally titled, has evolved into a joint endeavor, funded by both, between the Northern California 
Numismatic Association (NCNA) and the California State Numismatic Association (CSNA); hence, the 
name change. CSNA has strived to coordinate and hold one of its Symposia’s in northern California; but, 
limitations have prevented such effort. Thus, the opportunity to join with its compatriots, our Association, 
was readily accepted. 


Nothing as to the theme, presenters, program, and venue have been changed. With the addition of our 
compatriot statewide organization, this would augment promotion and interest. 


Again, this year’s event is a joint endeavor. It is hoped, and anticipated, that another joint Forum would 
be held again in 2020. 


Special Enticement For Local Coin Clubs READ! 


Local coin clubs, club members of either the California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) or the 
Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA), via their respective attending members at this 
Forum, will have a chance to win (earn) minor Mexican gold coins or Silver Eagles. 


Each attendee, at registration, can choose two local coin clubs to place into a random drawing, writing 
two club names on a prepared drawing slip. If the slip is picked and if the submitter is still in attendance 
at the Forum’s end, his or her respective coin clubs would win a minor Mexican gold coin. A second 
chance drawing would be then done for Silver Eagles. 


The stipulations are simple. The local coin club must be a club member of either CSNA or NCNA. The 
submitter must remain in attendance to the Forum’s end and would claim, and take, the respective wining 
price. This is a FREE drawing. Nothing is asked or has to be purchased/donated. 


2019 Seminar Patron 


Continuing the successful ‘Patron’ program, your Association seeks and solicits ‘Patrons’ at the following 
two levels. Note: Any donations received would be credited to our Association’s share of the Forum’s 
expenditures. Co-mingling of funds is being avoided. ‘Patrons’ are welcomed at these levels: 


GOLD MINER $100.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgment 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 
Engraved ‘Token of Esteem’ 


PROSPECTOR $50.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgement 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 


It is hoped this generous support would build our Association’s Treasury and insure solid financial 
funding for future Forums. 


‘Patrons’ are now being accepted and should be mailed to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590- 
0410’. Make remittance payable to the ‘Northern California Numismatic Association’ or ‘NCNA’. 
Include your name and responding contact. All ‘Patrons’ would be recognized at and during the 2019 
Forum and in its printed program. 


Note: Those ‘Patrons’ at the ‘Gold Miner’ level would be generously 
matched, by a ‘dear friend of NCNA’, ‘dollar for dollar’: $100.00 being 
doubled to $200.00! 


2019 Dues 


If dues not already prepaid or a Life Member, Needless to say, prompt payment would be appreciated. 
Dues rates remain: $5.00 for Individual Members and $10.00 for Club Members. Remittances may to ‘PO 
Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410”. 


Membership Cards are no longer issued. 


New members are most welcome to join. Application procedure is quite simple: payment with name and 
mailing address, that’s it 


Request: Over the years, it is apparent that most all our Individual 
Members have email addresses. The efficiency in reminders and 
promotion for the impending Forum plus the Coin Show Schedule 
would be greatly increased. Please inform your email address, if you 


wish to either dihcoins@gmail.com or EMPERORI@juno.com. Thanks! 


Donnell Award 


This Award, specific to local Club Members (a coin club must be a Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) member) is available. Requests, in writing, are directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410’ or at EMPERORI@juno.com. Only written requests, with specifics, are 
honored. The request must include the full proper name of the individual and the date to be bestowed. 
Retroactive awards are not allowed. 


While presently there is no charge for ‘Donnell Awards’, these are limited to a two (2) maximum per 
calendar year per requesting Club Member, and a nominal donation of $15.00 per award would be 
appreciated, covering the engraving and preparation as well as any mailing and handling. Note: The 
Awards Coordinator for our Association is Your Editor and Treasurer. 


Coin Show Schedule 


The single most useful and popular of NCNA’s services, the latest Coin Show Schedule has been 
included with this issue, and Club Members may request complimentary copies to distribute and to share 
among their members or at a local coin club’s show. Contact Your Editor. 


Note: Timely submission is imperative. Also, submissions must be direct to Fred G. van den Haak, Coin 
Show Schedule Coordinator, not Your Editor. He can be emailed at fredvydh@gmail.com. 


Depending on date request was received, at least fifty (50) copies would be provided, in gratis. 
‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s 


Our Association, with the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society, has developed and seeks 
to implement regularly this “youth numismatic encouragement’. This join effort copies an exemplary 
effort by the esteemed Dr. Ralph Ross at his Stafford (Sugar Land, Texas) High School. 


The ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ has two intentions; one, to reward academic excellence, and two, 
entice youth into our ‘world of money’ with the simple premise: ‘how many youngsters, or even adults, 
have seen and held an ‘Ike Dollar’ or Kennedy Half Dollar’. 


Needless the success of this depends on the generous donations of common circulated ‘Ike Dollars’ and 
Kennedy Half Dollars. Surprisingly, some hobbyists have responded with quite nice donations. 


Local northern California coin clubs, who are NCNA Club Members, are invited to contact our 
Association and make arrangements to have this ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ at their respected coin 
show or at a meeting. Promotion is the responsibility of the local coin club. 


Legacy Fund 


The ‘Legacy Fund’ remains and welcomes donations. NCNA is a bona fide 501c3 non-profit. Donations 
would be acknowledged and listed in NCNA HEADS AND TALES, unless preferred not. The ‘Legacy 
Fund’ has supported youth numismatics and purchased loanable PowerPoint Projectors. Charitable 
donations can be mailed to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590’. 


Miller Medal 


Certainly and concretely, our Association’s most coveted and esteemed honor is the august ‘Miller 
Medal’, ‘The Ron Miller Memorial Award’, named for the still remembered and respected late Ronald 
Lee Miller (1944—1993), well-known coin dealer and coin activist. A roster of the recipients to date 
would be published in a future NCNA HEADS AND TALES, or it may be requested at 
EMPERORI@juno.com or writing to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 


Deadline for written nominations is June 30, 2019, and the deadline is mandatory. The written nomination 
must be complete and emphasize the intended nominee service and support to our hobby and specific 
around northern California. 


Nominators are caution to note that every prior recipient has had, and with most all, an extensive and 
enthused service and support in and with organized numismatics, and not just one local coin club, plus to 
the hobby as a program presenter, exhibitor, benefactor, officer, and/or dedicated worker. 


COIN SHOW SCHEDULE 


These Coin Show listings are provided as a free service to the numismatic community by the Northern 
California Numismatic Association. Show listings are updated quarterly and are available without cost to member 
Coin Clubs. If you would like to have a Coin Club Show listed, please send all pertinent show information early to: 
PN.C.N.A., Fred G. van den Haak, P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306-0484. If you would like a Commercial Show 
listed: you need to be a N.C.N.A. member for one free annual listing. Additional listings for Commercial shows are 
$15 oe You may also e mail the information to:  fredvdh@ gmail.com 


joint website tor the Fairfield Coin Club. Solano Silyer Round Club. Vallejo Numismatic Society and Northern California 
natic Association is: www.solanocoinclub.com and updated Show listings can be seen on this website! 


July 27-28, 2019 EREMONT. Fremont Coin Club 46th Annual Show, Elk’s Hall, 
38991 Farwell Drive, Fremont, Ca. Information: (510) 792- 
1511; Bourse: Vince Lacariere, P.O. Box 1401, Fremont, Ca. 
94538 

Sept. 14, 2019 VALLEJO. C.S.N.A. and N.C.N.A. Joint Numismatic Educational 
Forum. This event was originally an N.C.N.A. only activity named 
“California Numismatic Seminar”! Vallejo Naval and Historical 
Museum, 73 Marin Street at Capital, in Downtown Vallejo. Four 
speakers have been Scheduled: Geoffrey Bell, New Brunswick, 
CANADA, Jeff Shevlin, Carson City, NV, Kyle W. Lubke, Palo Alto 
and Matthew L. Malvini, San Jose. The “theme” for this year is 
“Transportation items in Numismatics” 
Registration for this all day event begins at 9AM with 
presentations beginning at 10AM; the afternoon program begins 
at 2PM. This is a “FREE” event and there will be free door prizes 
and all interested collectors are welcome to attend. Ample free 
parking is available. Updates: www.solanocoinclub.com. 
Questions: EMPERORI@juno.com or 707-246-6327 

Aug. 18, 2019 FAIRFIELD. Fairfield Coin Club 30th Annual Coin Show, Willow 
Room, Fairfield Community Center (downtown) 1000 East 
Kentucky off Pennsylvania. Admission $2, $1 with flyer or 
card! Bourse Coordinator: Bill Bartz, Fairfild Coin Club, 
P.O.Box 944, Fairfield, CA 94533-0094 

Sept. 13-15, 2019 SANTA CLARA CoinExpo Santa Clara: Coin, Currency, Stamp 
and Collectibles Show, Santa Clara Convention Center, 5001 
Great America Parkway, Santa Clara. Admission $6, $2 off 
with coupon. Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-6pm and 
Sunday 10am-4pm. Scott Griffin, P.O. Box 1876, Suisun, CA 
94585 Ph: 415-601-8661 E Mail: scott@griffincoin.com 
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COINS for A’sS 


Earn 3 or more A’s per marking period 
in school and we’ll send you a coin and 
a FREE initial | year membership* 
to the American Numismatic Association. 


Send a copy 

of your report card 

with 3 or more A’s to: 

Rod Gillis, Education Director 

American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, 

CO 80903 or via email to rgillis@money.org 
Available each marking period. 


Become an ANA Young Numismatist! Earn Early American Copper Coins 
— Add some of the earliest American coins to 


* For young people, ages 17 &younger. your collection and learn about American history. 
* Learn all about coins and money! Collect Ancient Coins — Earn beautiful 
¢ Earn quality coins by participating! ancient coins by writing articles, school reports, 


doing presentations or creating a coin exhibit. 


Get Your Newsletter — 


Receive Your Newsletter, an ee 
electronic publication specifically YOUR. Fer) 
* , . NEWSLETE | 
| * Gold membership for YNs, with updates on = se 
OF aS 
provides online, projects, events and activities. we aUCTION Kad “= 


digital version of our 

monthly magazine, Find out more 

The Numismatist. about the ANA at pe = 
WWW.MONEY.ORG | Bae 


AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC 


AUSaS ‘OPC Acte«Orn 


818 North Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903-3279 
ae 719.632.2646 | 800.367.9723 | Fax: 719.634.4085 


Website: www.money.org 


The American Numismatic Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating and encouraging people to study and collect money and related items. 
The Association serves the academic community, collectors and the general public with an interest in numismatics. The ANA helps all 
people discover and explore the world of money through its vast array of programs including its education and outreach, museum, library, publications, 
conventions and seminars. For more information about the ANA, call 719-632-2646 or visit our website at www.money.org. 


